In 1949, Dickey (senior student under the supervision of Linus Pauling) reported the polymerization of sodium silicate in the presence of a dye. Once the dye was removed, it was found that silica was able to bind the template molecule in preference to other dyes in rebinding experiments. Subsequently, several groups pursued the preparation of specific sorbents using the Dickey's method. However, after some years, the interest in imprinted silica declined, mainly due to the limitations in the stability and reproducibility of imprinted silica materials [2] .
In 1972, independent research by both Klotz [3] and Wulff [4] reported the first examples of molecular imprinting in synthetic organic polymers. This technique has come to be known as the so-called covalent approach; however, the most important development has been the introduction of a general non-covalent approach pioneered by Mosbach in the 1980s [5, 6] . The versatility and the selectivity of the material fabricated in addition to their stability, served to stimulate widespread interest in this technique and paved the way for significant expansion of the scope of molecular imprinting. As illustrated in Figure 1 
